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More super-bug infections in Brazil
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Sao Paulo - The spread of an antibiotic-resistant
super-bug in Brazil was worrying officials, as new
cases emerged on Saturday following the recent
deaths of at least 18 people.

Three patients in the northern state of
Pernambuco were in stable condition in intensive
care suffering Klebsiella pneumoniae
Carbapenemase (KPC), a bacteria immune to
most antibiotics, health officials told local media.

That brought the number of KPC-infected patients
in Pernambuco hospitals to 10, they said.

Nationwide, more than 200 people have been
infected with the bacteria this year, most of them
in the past month.

At least 18 have died in hospitals in the capital
Brasilia.

Brazil's health ministry has been following the situation closely, with officials calling on the public to
remain calm, saying infections were only occurring in hospitals and affecting patients with
compromised immune systems.

Measures have been put in place to restrict over-the-counter access to antibiotics, whose overuse
is believed to have helped KPC develop resistance.

The drug-resistant form of KPC, which often causes death, was detected over a decade ago in the
United States, and became a health problem in Chicago hospitals three years ago. Cases have
also surfaced in Israel and Europe.

- AFP
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Other Stories in Sci-Tech...

Nasa craft flies through space ice storm
A Nasa spacecraft has found itself hurtling through
an unexpected cosmic ice storm during a recent
flight past a comet, but came out unharmed.

Garlic - a blood pressure 'secret weapon'
Scientists have found that a dietary supplement
may help people who can't control their blood
pressure with standard drugs.

Milky Way 'visitor' planet found
Astronomers have discovered a planet near a star
of extragalactic origin, implying that it came from
outside our own galaxy.
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